February 3, 2009

If we are truly going to restore that
“vital trust” we must demand and ex-
pect accountability. We have to tell
the American people the truth.

The American people know what hap-
pens when you borrow too much. They
know what happens when you spend
too much. And they’re worried. They
should be. And so am 1.

Over the past 12 years our Federal
budget has doubled and we are now
more than $10 trillion in debt, with
long term obligations close to $100 tril-
lion. We are a Nation in debt. We have
record numbers of individuals filing for
bankruptey.

Where is the self-restraint, the per-
sonal pride, the honor that is our herit-
age?

We haven’t even passed the majority
of the appropriations bills for Fiscal
Year 2009. We are operating our govern-
ment on an extension. Yet, the first
priority of this Congress is to pass an
emergency stimulus bill.

Last week, all the House Republicans
and some brave Democrats voted
against this so-called stimulus. I was
and am fundamentally opposed because
it does not solve the underlying chal-
lenges eroding our economy. We all
want our economy to thrive, but the
bill currently in debate in the United
States Senate does not make the fun-
damental changes we deserve and we
need.

The so-called stimulus was sold as a
jobs bill. Tell me, how do the following
expenditures drive our economy for-
ward? $60 million for the National En-
dowment of the Arts, $1560 million for
the Smithsonian, $400 million for glob-
al warming research, another $2.4 bil-
lion for carbon capture demonstration
projects, $600 million for the Federal
Government to buy automobiles, $650
million on the top of the billions al-
ready doled out to pay for digital TV
conversion coupons, $1 billion for the
follow up for the 2010 census. And the
list goes on.

We need a game changer. Massive
spending bills do not represent change
because it is merely more of the same.
Setting aside money we don’t have to
pay for projects we can’t afford is not
change.

The economic crisis we face provides
a historic opportunity for us to show
America that we get it.

When I speak with business interests
in my State, I hear the same request
over and over, and it doesn’t matter if
it’s a small business or a big business.
From the sole proprietor who owns a
graphics shop, to the trucker I spoke
with that has 12 employees, to the
medical device company that employs
nearly 1,000 people in my district, the
call is unanimous. They want us to
demonstrate accountability. They
want us to live within our means. They
want us to quit borrowing from our en-
emies and taxing generations that are
yet unborn.

This country needs a game changer.
Let us understand the consequences,
and let us live within our means.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
A TIME OUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on his
first day in office, I sent a letter to
President Barack Obama calling for an
international cease fire or ‘‘time out.”

Like many of my colleagues, I have
serious concerns about our Nation and
its ongoing participation in armed con-
flicts. Right now, our men and women
in uniform are engaged in bloody strug-
gles in Iraq, and Afghanistan, and
other troops are based throughout six
continents. I fear that our influence
around the globe is felt more by our
military presence than diplomatically,
economically or socially. That, in turn,
leads to a negative and hostile view of
the United States, its policies and its
people.

Mr. Speaker, last November, people
overwhelmingly supported then Can-
didate Obama because of his message of
change and hope for a new America and
a new era in foreign policy. I was espe-
cially encouraged by his statement. He
said, ‘““To renew American leadership in
the world, I will strengthen our com-
mon security by investing in our com-
mon humanity. Our global engagement
cannot be defined by what we are
against. It must be guided by a clear
sense of what we stand for. We have a
significant stake in ensuring that
those who live in fear and want today
can live with dignity and opportunity
tomorrow.”

Mr. Speaker, while we have the most
highly skilled military in the world, it
is easily recognized that the world’s
conflicts will not be solved at the bar-
rel of a gun. Instead, they will be re-
solved through serious discussion, hard
work, reconciliation and diplomacy, all
methods this administration has en-
dorsed. Our partnership with the
United Nations and our international
partners will be invaluable in this proc-
ess.

We must review our diplomatic and
military stance and give strong consid-
eration to redeploying our troops from
Iraq and Afghanistan, reducing the size
of our military and, in its place,
change our outdated international pol-
icy to reflect a message of change, a
message of hope.

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion and the world at large would be
greatly served by a worldwide cease
fire, a ‘“‘time out” to work out a rededi-
cation to diplomacy in the form of ne-
gotiation, reconciliation, humani-
tarian assistance and dialogue. The
sooner this could be accomplished, the
sooner we can move towards a conflict-
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free world, a world that all of our chil-
dren can go to sleep feeling safe and
wake up knowing they will be safe for
another 24 hours.

I was pleased to see that former Sen-
ator George McGovern has joined me in
calling a time out. Actually he called
it on his own, but we did it at exactly
the same time. In the Washington Post
this weekend, or last weekend, Senator
McGovern wrote, and I quote him,
“Like you, Mr. President, I don’t op-
pose all wars. I risked my life in World
War II to protect our country against
genuine danger.”’

He continued, “But it is the vivid
memory of my fellow airmen being
shot out of the sky on all sides of me in
a war that I believe we had to fight
that makes me cautious about sending
our youth into needless conflicts that
weaken us at home and abroad, and
may even us weaken us in the eyes of
God.”

Mr. Speaker, today I urge our Presi-
dent and our Nation to seriously con-
sider our actions and our policies that
come at the end of a gun or the launch-
ing of a missile.

I am encouraged greatly, however, by
the leadership of this new administra-
tion. Under its guidance we will live up
to our international commitments and
we will be judged by what we build, not
by what we destroy.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

CONGRATULATING THE TEXAS
FARM BUREAU ON ITS 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to extend my warmest congratu-
lations to the Texas Farm Bureau on
its 76th anniversary. The bureau’s leg-
acy of service, advocacy and partner-
ship has brought out the best in Texas
agriculture and helped to preserve the
rural way of life that we so deeply
cherish in my district.

The people who make up the Farm
Bureau have an unparalleled history of
making a difference in their local com-
munities. They have helped to make
family businesses across Texas more
efficient and resilient by sharing the
best practices available, providing im-
portant services to members that make
the most out of their often limited re-
sources. And perhaps most impor-
tantly, by giving farmers and ranchers
a unified voice, they have guaranteed
that they will always have a role in the
democratic process.

Though the hours are long and the
work is sometimes difficult, the work
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